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SIGNATURE SCHOOL SCIENCE CENTER
Evansville, Indiana

Observations / Overview: Signature School, the first charter high school 
in Indiana was opened in August 2002 just months after charter school 
enabling legislation was passed into law.  When Signature first opened 
its doors it had 210 students enroll.  In the twelve years since, Signature 
has come to be recognized by The Washington Post as the 6th best high 
school in the US, and #1 in the Midwest.  US News and World reports 
Signature as the 21st best school nationwide, #4 Charter School in the 
country and #1 in Indiana.  The Daily Beast ranks Signature #12 in the 
US, #4 Charter School in the US and #1 in the Midwest.  Signature School 
has truly distinguished Evansville and the State of Indiana in educational 
excellence.   

Now the Signature enrollment has grown to 340 students which is 
the maximum capacity of its physical space.  There are no admission 
requirements for Signature School students other than each applicant 
must sign a pledge that he or she will do their best to succeed in school.  
Because more applicants want to attend Signature, each year those 
admitted are chosen by lottery, leaving some 75 applicants on a waiting 
list.

Recommendations / Implementation Strategy: Signature School serves 
the entire spectrum of the population from very poor, even homeless 
families, to children of doctors and other professionals.  With the 
additional classrooms, labs and commons areas, Signature could 
serve an additional 90 students.  This would increase the enrollment 
from 340 to 420.  This student enrollment increase would require a 
Signature School staff increase of 9 individual plus additional support 
jobs such as maintenance, tech support, etc.  Since there is no cafeteria 
at Signature School students regularly purchase their lunches at local 
restaurants.  Renderings indicate that an addition to the science center 
to accommodate the additional students and faculty.  The cost of this 
addition is around $3,000,000.  

The Regional Cities Plan reflects a funding allocation of $2,500,000 
through the regional cities initiative to help fund the facilities addition, 
with $500,000 coming from local donations.

The Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate programs which 
Signature offers are expensive to provide. Signature School operates with 
a very lean staff.  Being a Public Charter School there is no tuition charged 
and with the limited funding Signature receives from the State, it operates 
with a loss each year of around $250,000 which is made up through local 
contributions.  It was local contributions that provided the funds to acquire 
the facilities in which it now operates.

With its proximity to the new Medical Education and Research Facility the 
expanded Signature School will serve as an attraction for top Med School 
faculty and researchers with the opportunity for a world class education for 
their children.  Opportunities will be designed for Signature School students 
to participate in various internship programs at the IU School of Medicine 
and Research Facility.  The internship program would be structured to create 
a direct path for admission to the IU School of Medicine. The new Science 
facilities at Signature School can create impactful linkage with the new IU 
School of Medicine that will create transformational opportunities for the 
region. 

Signature School is an impactful resource to assist area businesses in attracting 
top talent and a premiere academic facility for relocating families that desire 
world class schools.
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Signature School has been an economic development asset in attracting 
new companies and employees to the Evansville region.  Haier America, 
who recently located its North American Tech Center in Evansville, creating 
50 new high-wage jobs, cited Signature School as one of the reasons for its 
decision.  Signature School has served to attract families to Evansville from 
Wisconsin, Florida, Kentucky and Texas, even knowing admission is by 
lottery.  Increasing the capacity of Signature School will help the Evansville 
region to grow and flourish.

The Signature School students help create a unique and youthful dynamic 
downtown area.  The Signature School also helps to create a customer 
base for downtown businesses.  Most student purchase lunches from local 
restaurants each school day.

Testimonials:          
One of the main reasons of why my family has decided to stay in this area has 
been because of “Signature School”. Coming from a different country my wife 
and I know how education is very important in becoming successful in life, 
and we know that Signature is going to provide my kids a great foundation 
to achieve their educational goals. What we like about the school is that it 
provides the students academic excellence that is reflected on being ranked 
one of the ”top high school in US, ” the teachers challenges their students and 
personally help them achieve their goals. 
- Jesus Hernandez

Our family relocated here during our twins’ freshman year. We came here 
from the northeast and were looking for an outstanding school for them. One 
major reason that we are still here is Signature School. In fact, we promised 
the twins that we would stay here until they graduate. That will make this 
the longest we have lived in one place. In fact, if our youngest child expresses 
interest in going to Signature, we will stay another four years for him to attend, 
as well. Signature School is the perfect fit for our family, and is a major reason 
why we live in the Evansville area!
- Ro Goldblatt
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Signature School Science Center Public Private
Regional 
Cities Total

Science Center Expansion 500,000$  2,500,000$   3,000,000$  
Total 500,000$  2,500,000$   3,000,000$ 




